AsIAm Manifesto for General
Election 2020
Easy-to-Read Version

Ireland is holding a General Election on Saturday 8th
February 2020.

A General Election is where we vote to choose who we
want to represent our area in the national parliament and
make laws for us. Our Parliament is called the Dáil. The
local area where we vote for candidates is called a
constituency.

Polling stations will be open from 7am -10pm. A polling
station is where we go to cast our vote.

The Government provides money for important services
like schools, hospitals, roads, homes and transport. The
leader of the Government is our Prime Minister, who is
called An Taoiseach.
A candidate is a person who is taking part in the General
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Election. They are seeking your vote for election to the
Dáil. If they get elected, they become a Teachta Dála (or
TD for short).
Some candidates represent a political party, and some
candidates are independent. Independent candidates
represent their voters and mainly work on local interests.

A political party is a group of people who share the
same ideas about how to run the country. They want to
get into Government to put their ideas into action.

Political parties will release manifestos, which are a list
of things they will do if they get elected. If they are
elected, they will make laws based on these ideas.

We are calling on all candidates to promote the rights of
autistic people and people with disabilities.

We want the next Government to prioritise autism and
disability when making new laws for us.

AsIAm wants the next Government to commit to the
following actions by passing an Autism Empowerment

2

Act.

Department of the Taoiseach
We want the next Government to pass an Autism
Empowerment Act.
This Act will help make sure that more autistic people
have full and equal access to their rights.
We want the next Taoiseach to take charge of passing the
Act and making it law.
We want the Act to make access to public services better
for autistic people. We want the Act to say that:
● All autistic people should have the same access to
healthcare as everyone else;
● All autistic people should have the right to be
educated inclusively in the schools and colleges of
their choice;
● All autistic people should have equal access to work
and to be included in society;
● All autistic people should have the choice to live
independently in the community.
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Justice and Equality
AsIAm believes that all autistic people should be able to
take part in society as full and equal citizens.

We want the next Government to:
● Set up a Disability Law Service which provides
advice for people with disabilities on their rights;
● Make hate crimes against people with disabilities
illegal;
● Increase funding for the National Advocacy Service
so they can help protect the rights and choices of
people with disabilities;
● Fund the Decision Support Service so people with
disabilities can be supported to make their own
choices about their lives;
● Hire more autistic people to work in the public
sector.
Health
AsIAm believes that all autistic people should get the
healthcare they need to live a happy, healthy and long
life.

We want the next Government to:
● Provide better access to healthcare for autistic
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people;
● Provide better access to mental health services for
autistic people;
● Reduce waiting times for accessing healthcare
services;
● Publish and deliver the HSE’s Autism Plan. The
Autism Plan says how the Government wants to
make healthcare better for autistic people;
● Renew the Autism Plan every year;
● More people to get support if they want to get an
autism diagnosis;
● More people to get support after they receive an
autism diagnosis;
● Talk to and involve more autistic people when
making future changes to healthcare services.

Education
AsIAm believes that all autistic people should receive
equal access to education.

We want the next Government to:
● Train all teachers on inclusive education to support
autistic students in school;
● Make sure that every child is included in every

5

school. Keep the option for special classes for
families with autistic children in school right now.
Move towards including every child in every school;
● Make sure that all autistic students have the chance
to finish school with their Leaving Certificate;
● Make sure that children who cannot go to school
every day receive the same access to school books
and technology;
● Provide more school places for autistic students.

Employment Affairs and Social Protection
AsIAm believes that no autistic person should be living in
poverty. All autistic people should be given the support
they need to go out and work if they want to.

We want the next Government to:
● Make sure that people with disabilities do not live in
poverty by raising the Disability Allowance;
● Introduce a Cost of Disability payment which pays
for some of the extra costs of living with a disability;
● Create an Access to Work Scheme so people with
disabilities do not face barriers to getting a job and
are given the right support to find work;
● Let more people know about work supports which
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already exist so more people can use these
supports to find work.

Children and Youth Affairs
AsIAm believes that the next Government should do more
to make sure that all children and young people can live
happier, healthier and longer lives.

We want the next Government to:
● Make sure that more children get the chance to go
to pre-school;
● Provide schemes that create more social
opportunities for autistic children and young people
within our community.
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