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Each October, the Minister for Finance and the

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
announce the Government’s spending, tax and plans

to spend money for next year.

This is called the Budget.

The budget sets out what the Government plans to

spend money on in 2022.

It will also explain how it will raise money to help pay

for these things.

The Government provides money for important

services like schools, hospitals, roads, homes and

transport. How much money it will spend on these

things can change each year.
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The Government gets most of its money from taxes.

People pay taxes to the Government whenever they

buy goods and services, or if they work at a job.

Political parties and civic society groups like charities

and trade unions can send their ideas to the

Government about how it should spend money in the

budget each year.

All of their ideas are presented in a document called a

pre-budget submission. This explains their ideas on

how they think the Government should spend money.

Everyone will have their own ideas about where the

Government should spend its money.

AsIAm wants the Government to spend more money
to support Ireland’s autism community.

The Department of Finance and Department of
Public Expenditure and Reform considers all these

submissions and tries to balance all these different

ideas in their Budget.
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The Department of Finance is in charge of how the

Government raises money. The Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform is in charge of how the

Government spends money on public services.

The COVID-19 pandemic has increased demand for
public services like education, healthcare and

employment support. Everyone has been impacted by

the pandemic and the Government needs to help

people.

AsIAm wants Budget 2022 to include more supports

for autistic people and their families living in Ireland.

We have asked the Government to prioritise helping

three key groups in the autism community - autistic
children, autistic adults and carers.

Autistic Children
Far too many autistic children have had no access to

crucial services throughout the pandemic.

To support more autistic children in Budget 2022,

AsIAm wants the Government to:
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● Put more money into making it easier to
access autism assessment services.

● Hire 100 more caseworkers to support autistic

children around Ireland. This will make sure that

more autistic children get the support they need.

● Put more money into the Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Services (CAMHS). This will

help autistic young people who need more

support with their mental health.

● Put more money into Tusla so that vulnerable

children are better protected and looked after.

Tusla is the Child and Family Agency. It keeps

children under 18 years of age safe and

protected from harm.

● Make class sizes smaller so teachers and

SNAs (Special Needs Assistants) can better

support autistic children who need more help.

● Fully update the Education for Persons with
Special Educational Needs (EPSEN) Act
2004. This will make sure that all autistic children

have an equal right to an education.

Autistic Adults
AsIAm believes that all autistic people should be

able to take part in society as full and equal citizens.
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We want the next Budget to:

● Introduce a Cost of Disability payment. This

will cover some of the extra costs of having a

disability like autism and other disabilities.

● Increase the Disability Allowance payment
rate to €213 a week. This helps to make sure

that autistic people and people with disabilities

do not live in poverty.

● Put more money into the Personal Assistance
Service. This will help autistic people to get the

support they need at work.

● Hire 126 more Intreo job-coaches. This will

help more autistic people to find work.

● Put more money into the Decision Support
Service and fully implement the Assisted
Decision-Making (Capacity) Act. This will help

to make sure that all people with disabilities are

supported to make their own choices about their

lives.

Carers
AsIAm believes that the families and carers of autistic

people should get more support from the Government.

That reflects all their hard work looking after autistic

children and adults who need their support.
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We want the next Budget to:

● Increase the rate of Carer’s Allowance
payment by €20. This will help carers with other

costs of living.

● Increase the Carer’s Support Grant by €100.

This will enable carers to better support autistic

people they are looking after.

● Let working carers who are not married and or in

single-parent families to claim the Home Carer
Tax Credit.

Supporting Autistic People in a Post-COVID
Ireland
AsIAm believes that after the pandemic, we must

invest more money to support Ireland’s most

vulnerable people than ever before. This includes all

autistic people and their families.

We want the next Budget to:

● Implement the Autism Innovation Strategy.

This Strategy should make sure that autistic

people can fully and equally access their rights.

● Increase the Housing Adaptation Grant and

make it easier to apply for. This helps families

make changes to their home to include autistic
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and disabled people.

● Put more money into the National Training Fund

for a specialised digital education programme.

● Create an Autism Community Fund that

addresses loneliness among autistic people and

their families
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